
Environmental, Health 
and Safety Council 

 
The EHS Council met last 
month in New York.  The 
purpose of the Council is to 
assist in coordinating 
environmental, health and 
safety matters for the 
Corporation.  Each business 
unit is represented on the 
Council. 
 
Some of the topics discussed at 
last month’s meeting included: 
 
• CBS Location Portal, an 

internal website to store 
information resources 

• National vendor for 
electronic waste 

• BradyLink 360, a web-
based tool used to create 
compliance documents, 
such as lockout/tagout 
procedures 

• Radiofrequency Safety 
Policy and Training 

 
We hope to be sharing 
additional information on these 
topics, and many others, in the 
near future. 
 
For information on your 
business unit representative or 
any Council initiatives, please 
contact Mark.Perriello@cbs.com 
 

                          Fire Extinguishers 
 

As a follow-up to last month’s newsletter on Fire Safety and Prevention, this 
month’s will focus on fire extinguishers. 
 
According to figures from the National Safety Council, losses due to workplace 
fires amount to almost $2 billion per year.  Most fires, if caught while still small 
and in the early stages, can be put out if the proper fire extinguisher is available.  
The four different types of extinguishers and their uses are as follows: 
 

• Type A:  wood, cloth, paper, rubber, plastics, and other ordinary 
combustibles 

• Type B:  flammable liquids, such as gasoline, oil, grease, tar, and oil-based 
paints 

• Type C:  energized electrical equipment, including wiring, fuse boxes, 
circuit breakers, computers, and electric motors 

• Type D:  combustible metals, such as magnesium and potassium 
 
For the majority of the situations encountered in our workplaces, an ABC-type 
extinguisher would be appropriate.   
 
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) does not specifically 
require that fire extinguishers be present in the workplace.  If fire extinguishers are 
available, however, the following criteria must be met: 
 

• Only approved extinguishers are permitted 
• They must be properly maintained, inspected, and in good working 

condition 
• Employees who will be required to use the extinguishers must be properly 

trained 
• Extinguishers must be located where they are readily accessible for 

immediate use 
 
An employee should not attempt to use a fire extinguisher without proper 
training.  If a fire is detected, the area should be evacuated immediately and 
your location’s Emergency Action Plan followed. 
 
Each location must decide if employees are to use fire extinguishers; if so, training 
must be provided.  The CBS SkillSoft training program offers a course on Portable 
Fire Extinguishers.  Please contact Dorothy.Pastelak@cbs.com for additional 
information.  
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